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Christmas  is   love,  and  the   chance  to  show  it; 

Christmas  is  joy,  and  the  grace  to  know  it; 

Christmas  is  memory,  hope  and  content, 

Hearts  filled  with  peace  and  a  time  well  spent. 

Christmas  is   star-shine   in   every   man's  sky; 

Laughter  and  wonder  in  every  child's  eye: 

Shepherds  and  angels  carolling  clear. 

Heaven  brought  down  for  a  moment  each  year. 

It   is   our   wish   that   Christmas  be   a   time  of  rejoicing  and  that  the 
ironder  of  Christmas  may  remain  with  you  throughout  the  coming  year 

—The  Mission  Office  Staff 

President  Fisher. 

Sister  Fisher 

Elder    Holt 

Elder    Blackmore 

Sister   McGill 

Sister    Fagan. 
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ATTENDS  CONFERENCE  ON  AFRICA 

ONE  of  the  Utah  delegates  attending  the 
American  Assembly  Conference  in  Colorado 
during  October,  was  Evan  P.  Wright,  former 
Mission  President.  The  assembly  considered  the 
subject  "The  United  States  and  Africa."  The 
discussions  concerned  political,  social,  economic, 
and  educational  problems;  but  they  restricted 
the  discussions  to  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara, 
excluding  the  Union.  The  Union  was  excluded 
because  it  is  so  Europeanized  that  its  problems 
vary  from  those  of  other  areas.  But,  President 
Wright  reported,  "You  can  be  sure  that  I  got 
in  my  shillings  worth  about  South  Africa  and 
as  always  defended  her  position  to  the  best  of 
my  ability." 

BENEFIT  CONCERT 

In  Osaka,  Japan,  the  new  Mainichi  Hall  was 
filled  to  capacity  when  an  estimated  1200  people 
came  to  hear  a  piano  concert  by  Miss  Yoshie 
Shirley  Akimoto.  The  concert,  sponsored  by  the 
Abeno  and  Okamachi  branches  of  the  Northern 
Far  East  Mission,  added  over  £175  to  their 
building  funds.  Seventeen-year-old  Yoshie  is  a 
member  of  the  Okamachi  Branch,  serving  at 
present  as  a  Junior  Sunday  School  teacher. 

SING  FOR  THE  PRESIDENT 

The  325  singers  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir  have  completely  captivated 
their  audiences  during  their  23-day  concert  tour  of  12  cities  in  the 
Eastern  United  States  and  Canada.  In  New  York  city  the  choir  appeared 
in  Carnegie  Hall  accompanied  by  the  Philadelphia  Symphony,  and  a 
portion  of  the  choir  appeared  Sunday  evening  on  the  Ed.  Sullivan 
Television  show.  Top  experience  of  the  tour,  however,  was  the  concert 
given  in  the  White  House  for  President  and  Mrs.  Eisenhower  and  their 
guests.  He  asked  the  choir  to  continue  singing  after  they  had  completed 
their  scheduled  45-minute  programme. 
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Divine   Gift 

oS 

Christmas 


CHRISTMAS  has  its  pleasures, 
its  joys,  but  it  also  has  les- 
sons for  thought  and  sacred  de- 
liberations. The  introduction  of 
Christ  into  this  life  is  most  beauti- 
fully expressed.  The  angel  said 
to  the  shepherds.  "Pear  not:  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all 
people."  In  these  words  there  was 
the  fulfillment  of  a  great  national 
promise — the  fulfillment  of  divine 
expectations. 

The  Jews  looked  forward  to  the 
coming  of  their  Messiah.  That 
expectation  was  nearest  and  dearest 
to  their  hearts.  They  were  pro- 
mised through  the  coming  of  their 
Messiah  freedom  and  liberation 
from  bondage;  but  like  many  other 
people,  they  could  think  of  bon- 
dage only  in  a  material  sense. 
They  wanted  political  liberation 
from  the  government  of  the  Ro- 
mans. They  wanted  relief  from 
the  physical  pressure  of  hard 
times.  What  they  wanted  and 
what  they  needed  were  quite  dif- 
ferent. 

Sometimes  one  may  be  so  over- 
whelmed by  the  sense  of  what  he 
wants,  as  to  be  lost  to  his  highest 
and  best  needs.  Strange  that  a 
man  should  be  so  ignorant  of  his 
needs!  His  selfishness  has  blinded 
him  to  all  but  those  physical 
wants  that  give  only  temporal 
pleasure  and  temporal  pleasures 
are  always  full  of  disappointments. 
They  create  envy,  jealousy  and 
limit  the  vision  of  man  to  the  most 
sordid  things  in  his  nature. 

What  a  beautiful  and  timely  ex- 
pression fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
angel  when  he  said:  "...  Behold 
I  bring  to  you  good  tidings  of  great 
joy!"  The  tidings  which  the  an- 
gel brought  was  a  joy,  and  what 


is  the  difference  between  a  joy 
and  a  pleasure?  The  latter  is 
merely  temporary.  It  is  the  means 
of  a  passing  hope.  It  is  momen- 
tary and  may  end  in  disaster.  But 
what  is  joy?  Joy  is  the  fulfillment 
of  the  highest  and  best  in  the 
divine  needs  of  man.  Sometimes 
it  is  said  "joy  is  the  rebound  of 
sorrow." 

Out  of  sorrow,  out  of  disappoint- 
ments, yes,  even  out  of  afflictions 
may  come  a  great  joy.  Israel  at 
the  coming  of  Jesus  was  in  bonds 
of  affliction.  Joy  is  a  reward  not 
only  for  persistency  in  Godlike 
things  but  is  often  a  reward  for 
suffering,  often  a  capstone  in  the 
fulfillment  of  a  divine  purpose. 
And  so  the  Jews,  at  the  height  of 
their  persecution  and  affliction, 
had  sent  to  them  a  great  joy;  but 
they  could  not  comprehend  it,  they 
could  not  understand  it. 

After  all,  we  must  adjust  our 
lives  to  a  high  sense  of  apprecia- 
tion. Our  lives  should  be  attuned 
to  the  things  of  God.  The  Jews 
might  understand  the  language  of 
an  angel,  but  they  could  not  under- 
stand its  meaning.  How  simple  the 
announcement  of  the  angelic  host 
to  the  shepherds!  Do  we  under- 
stand It?  What  is  the  meaning  to 
us,  God's  children,  of  the  words, 
"Tidings  of  great  joy"?  What  do 
we  expect?  Are  we  looking  for  a 
Christmas  present  or  for  a  great 
spiritual  manifestation?  How  dif- 
ferently they   are   announced. 

Dwell  upon  the  words  of  the  an- 
gels, "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  to 
men."  Peace  and  good  will.  What 
a  divine  gift!  It  is  more  than  a 
present;  it  is  a  sacred  communi- 
cation to  the  human  soul. 

(From  Instructor ) 
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WHILE  reading  through  var- 
ious books  about  the  Gospel 
I  have  come  to  wonder  about  the 
Apocryphal  Writings.  How  does 
the  Church  stand  on  that  point? 
Do  we  accept  it  as  scripture  or 
not?  Is  it  possible  for  a  person  to 
obtain  a  book  on  these  writings,  if 
so  where? 

ANSWER: 

Biblical  scholars  have  compiled 
together  a  certain  group  of  Old 
Testament  writings,  which  accord- 
ing to  some  students  are  of  doubt- 
ful authenticity  and  they  have 
given  these  writings  the  title  of 
"The    Apocrypha". 

These  writings  were  never  in- 
cluded in  the  Hebrew  Bible,  but 
they  were  in  the  Greek  Septuagint 
and  in  the  Latin  Vulgate.  Jerome, 
who  translated  the  Vulgate,  was 
required  to  include  them  in  his 
translations,  though  he  is  quoted 
as  having  decided  that  they  should 
be  read  "for  example  of  life  and 
instruction  of  manners  and  should 
not  be  used  to  establish  any  doc- 
trine." Luther's  German  Bible 
contained  this  statement,  "Apocry- 
pha— these  are  books  which  are 
not  held  equal  to  the  sacred 
scriptures  and  yet  are  useful 
and  good  for  reading."  In 
1611  the  King  James  version  in- 
cluded the  Apocrypha,  but  a  few 
years  later  in  1629  it  began  to  be 


excluded.       Very    few    Protestant 
Bibles  now  carry  the  Apocrypha. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in- 
quired of  the  Lord  concerning  the 
value  of  the  Apocrypha  and  re- 
ceived the  following  revelation. 

"There  are  many  things  con- 
tained therein  that  are  true  and 
it  is  mostly  translated  correctly; 
there  are  many  things  contained 
therein  that  are  not  true,  which 


are  interpolations  by  the  hands 
of  men.  Verily  I  say  unto  you 
that  is  is  not  needful  that  the 
Apocrypha  should  be  translated. 
Therefore,  whosoever  readeth  it 
let  him  understand,  for  the  spi- 
rit manifesteth  truth;  and  whoso 
is  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  shall 
obtain  benerit  therefrom;  and 
whoso  receiveth  not  the  Spirit, 
cannot  be  benefitted.  Therefore 
it  is  not  needful  that  it  should 
be  translated."  —  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  Section  91. 

This  revelation  was  given  to  the 
Prophet  during  the  time  that  he 
was  engaged  in  revising  the  King 
James  version  of  the  Bible.  We 
can  conclude,  therefore,  that  al- 
though the  Apocrypha  originally 
was  inspired,  yet  because  of  the 
many  changes  that  have  been 
made,  the  contents  are  of  doubt- 
ful value. 

If  you  wish  to  obtain  the  Apo- 
crypha, I  would  suggest  that  you 
contact  a  Catholic  Book  Store. 
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IN  a  far  country  in  a  little  vil- 
lage, lived  a  boy  named  Pedro 
and  his  little  brother.  They  had 
heard  of  the  beautiful  bells  in  a 
huge  tower  on  the  great  church 
which  stood  at  the  top  of  the  hill, 
near  a  large  city. 

They  knew  that  everyone  took 
gifts  to  the  Christ  Child  each 
Christmas  and  that  when  a  tru- 
ly great  gift  was  offered  the  beau- 
tiful   chimes   rang,    sounding    like 


§i 


iver 


angels  voices  in  the  sky.  But  for 
years  the  chimes  had  been  silent 
and  it  was  said,  no  gift  had  been 
deserving  of  those  wondrous 
sounds. 

The  day  before  Christmas  was 
bitterly  cold,  but  Pedro  and  his 
little  brother  decided  to  go  to  the 
services,  because  they  had  heard 
that  sometimes  the  Christ-child 
came  down  to  bless  the  service. 
Their  greatest  wish  was  to  see 
Him. 

After  travelling  all  day  they  saw 
the  lights  of  the  great  city.  As 
they  entered  the  gates  they  beheld 
a  poor  woman  who  had  fallen  in 
the  snow,  and  they  knew  that  un- 
less she  was  cared  for,  she  would 
die. 

Pedro  tried  to  hold  back  the 
tears  as  he  sent  his  little  brother 
on  to  the  services,  telling  him 
that  he  would  have  to  see  and 
hear  everything  twice  for  both  cf 
them.  He  felt  sure  that  the  Christ- 
child  would  understand  why  he 
was  not  there,  and  how  much  he 
longed  to  go.  He  asked  his  little 
brother  to  slip  auietly  up  to  the 
altar,  without  getting  in  anyone's 
way,  and  lay  his,  Pedro's  piece  of 
si  lver  on  it  while  no  one  was  look- 
ing. 

The  church  was  a  wondrous 
place  that  night.  Never  before  had 
it  looked  so  beautiful.  At  the  end 
of  the  service  rich  and  poor  offered 
ud  their  eifts  each  hoDing  that  the 
bells  would  chime.  A  king  laid  his 
crown  on  the  Altar  honing  to  win 
the  favour  of  the  bells,  but  nothing 
happened  and  they  began  to  doubt 


9Gt   <U(u,  Sift 

by  Sister  Holly  Fisher 

whether  the  bells  had  ever  chimed. 

Suddenly  the  organ  stopped  and 
there  came  softly  but  clearly,  the 
sound  of  the  bells.  All  stood  up  to 
see  what  gift  had  awakened  the 
long  silent  bells.  But  all  they 
saw  was  a  childish  figure  who  had 
crept  quietly  down  the  aisle  when 
no  one  was  looking,  and  laid 
Pedro's  little  piece  of  silver  on  the 
altar. 

I  have  told  this  story  to  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  it  is  the  giver, 
not  the  gift,  that  is  important. 
It  is  what  we  give  of  ourselves 
that  makes  giving  beautiful. 

Before  sending  a  Christmas  gift 
away,  we  weigh  it  and  affix  the 
proper  amount  of  stamps.  What 
if  we  could  weigh  it  upon  scales 
which  would  indicate  the 
amount  of  happiness  which  it  gives 
to  the  recipient:  the  amount  of 
love  that  went  into  the  choosing  of 
it;  the  tenderness  with  which  it  is 
sent.  The  weights  registered  on 
these  scales  would  give  depth  to 
the  exchange  of  gifts. 

It  seems  that  the  best  in  every- 
one is  brought  out  at  Christmas 
time.  Would  that  we  might  give 
of  ourselves  not  only  at  Christ- 
mas time  but  always.  The  light 
that  shines  from  the  humble  man- 
(Continued  on  page  296) 
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Christmas 
Gifts 


THE    wise    men    brought    three 
gifts:   gold  frankincense,  and 
myrhh. 

This  Christmas,  try  adding  three 
gifts  to  your  list.  Yes,  I  know 
your  Christmas  gift  list  is  already 
over  long,  that  you  have  neither 
time  nor  money  for  extra  gifts. 
But  these  will  cost  you  little  in 
time,  and  less  in  money,  and  they 
will  capture  for  you  the  true 
Christmas  spirit  so  often  lost  in 
the  rush  and  flurry  of  the  season. 

FIRST  GIFT:  to  a  stranger. 
This  might  be  a  note  to  the  bus 
company,  mentioning  that  bus 
driver  who  is  unfailingly  pleasant 
and  courteous,  even  under  the 
most  trying  conditions.  Send  a 
Christmas  card  to  the  waitress 
who  is  so  cheerful  and  quick  to 
serve  you.  Write  a  letter  to  the 
author  whose  book,  story,  or  poem 
you  have  enjoyed  recently.  Drop 
a  note  to  the  department  store 
whose  windows  entice  you.  with  a 
word  of  praise  for  the  work  of  the 
window  dresser.  You  can  think  of 
many  more.     Choose  at  least  one. 

SECOND  GIFT:  to  someone  you 
find  it  hard  to  like,   or  to  some- 


one you  feel  does  not  like  you  very 
much.  It  might  be  your  cross  old 
great-aunt,  or  a  sharp-tongued  cou- 
sin; perhaps  it  is  a  business  asso- 
ciate who  annoys  you,  or  an  irri- 
table neighbor.  Send  a  small,  in- 
expensive, but  thoughtful  gift  to 
one  in  this  group.  It  might  be  no 
more  than  a  clipping  or  an  arti- 
cle about  some  hobby  for  the 
neighbour;  a  magazine  you  know 
she  would  enjoy  for  the  cranky 
relative.  Remember,  it  is  easy  to 
give  to  those  we  love,  but  God's 
love  includes  the  whole  world. 

THIRD    GIFT:    to    someone    in 

trouble.  Think  of  those  enduring 
a  cheerless  old  age,  who  would  be 
so  grateful  for  an  unexpected 
caller.  There  are  many  in  hospi- 
tals who  have  no  one  to  visit  them, 
to  read  to  them,  to  talk  to  them. 
And  consider  those  in  prisons;  yes. 
we  are  told  we  should  visit  them, 
too.  An  hour  spent  with  one  of 
these  lonely  and  half-forgotten 
persons  will  do  much  for  them, 
and  more  for  you. 

This  Christmas,  give  these  three 
gifts.  You  will  be  repaid  a  thou- 
sand-fold. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S 
DESK 


WE  bring  to  our  readers  of  the 
C.S.M.  this  month  a  very 
thought  provoking  article  from  the 
pen  of  E.  Squires.  The  message 
has  deep  significance  for  the 
Christmas  Season,  as  it  points  the 
way  how  we  can  find  to-day  in 
1958  —  "The  Star  of  Bethlehem" 

When  you  were  seven  you  first 
became  conscious  of  the  Christmas 
star.  You  had  seen  stars  before, 
but  never  one  like  this  one.  It 
glowed  with  a  steady  light,  it 
beckoned  with  an  urgency  that 
was  hard  to  understand  ...... 

"What  is  it.  Mother?"  you  asked. 

"The  Star  of  Bethlehem,"  she 
said,  "the  one  the  Wise  Men  fol- 
lowed"   

"Mother,  how  far  is  it  to  Beth- 
lehem?" you  asked. 

"Child,  I  do  not  know,"  she  al- 
most whispered;  "for  some  the  dis- 
tance is  not  far,  for  others  it  is  a 
long,  long  way,  and  some  never  get 
there  at  all." 

With  the  wonder  and  mystery 
holding  you  in  its  embrace,  you 
made  your  first  vow.  I  shall  fol- 
low the  star  <to  Bethlehem  and 
kneel  at  the  Christ-Child's  man- 
ger." 

The  year  moved  on  apace,  and 
you  are  many  years  removed  from 
that  child  of  long  ago.  You  waken 
to  the  fact  that  something  ha-s 
happened  to  the  Star.  It  no  lon- 
ger intrigues  you  with  its  mystery, 
its  wonder,  and  simplicity.  In  fact. 
it  is  so  dim  it  seems  shrouded  in 
mist.  To-day,  in  1958  you  make 
another  vow.  You  determine  to 
retrace  your  steps  and  see  where 
you  lost  this  thing  that  was  so 
fine  and  precious — find  again,  if 
you  can,  the  lost  radiance 

Memory  turns  the  great  hands 
of  the  clock  of  time  swiftly  back- 
ward, and  vou  are  a  child  of  twelve 


— the  time  you  told  the  truth  when 
you  might  have  falsified.  That 
night,  as  you  lay  in  your  bed,  that 
Star  was  very  close — you  could  al- 
most have  touched  it.  Its  near- 
ness soothed,  and  its  rays  warmed 
you  as  you  rested  in  its  embrace. 
You  were  very  sure  of  life.  That 
was  the  turning  point — instead  of 
kneeling  at  the  manger  you  boast- 
ed of  the  truth  you  had  told.  Pride 
hung  a  veil  between  you  and  the 
Star,  and  dimmed  its  light. 

Years  later,  for  one  brief  moment 
you  paused  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  of  doubt.  Should  you  cross 
it?  You  saw  the  Star  very  clearly 
then,  but  caution  laid  a  hand  uo- 
on  your  shoulder  and  slowly 
turned  you  around  and  po'nted  to 
another  road  that  was  wide  and 
smooth.     The  Star  was  lost!  .... 

(Continued   on   page   305 ) 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


THE  CONCERT  RECITATION 


Dear  Superintendents, 

During  the  past  month  I  have 
received  several  enquiries  concern- 
ing the  Concert  Recitation  as  dis- 
cussed in  the  October,  1958  IN- 
STRUCTOR. Many  years  ago  the 
concert  recitation  was  used  in  Sun- 
day Schools  throughout  the  church. 

It  is  being  revived  for  two  rea- 
sons: First,  to  better  qualify  each 
of  us  to  answer  "Why  I  am  a  Lat- 
ter-day Saint",  and,  Secondly,  to 
assist  in  the  preparation  of  pros- 
pectice  missionaries  for  preaching 
the  Gospel  from  the  Standard 
Works  of  the  Church. 

Recently,  Pres'dent  Stephen  L. 
Richards  reported  that  of  the  young 
Elders  coming  into  the  mission 
home,  most  could  not  repeat  the 
scriptures  basic  to  their  missionary 
work.  It  requires  sometimes  seve- 
ral months  of  diligent  study  before 
they  were  able  to  adequately  carry 
the  gospel  message  to  others. 


It  is  felt,  that  after  twelve  years 
of  Senior  Sunday  School  training 
these  young  men  and  women 
should  be  better  equipped  to  teach 
the  gospel.  This  then,  is  the  rea- 
son for  reviving  the  concert  reci- 
tation in  our  Sunday  Schools. 

It  was  orginally  planned  to  have 
all  classes  learn  the  same  scrip- 
ture, but  after  careful  considera- 
tion it  has  been  decided  that  the 
scripture  to  be  memorized  should 
support  the  lesson  objective  of  each 
course  taught.  Since  each  class 
will  be  learning  a  different  scrip- 
ture each  month,  it  is  proposed  to 
have  certain  classes  give  a  con- 
cert   recitation    before    the    entire 


Sunday  School  on  fast  Sunday 
only. 

President  David  O.  McKay  was 
consulted  on  the  matter  on  July 
24,  1958,  and  in  relation  to  fast 
Sunday  said,  "The  Sunday  School 
should  have  90  minutes  of  time 
every  Sunday  of  the  month." 

In  this  mission  beginning  the 
first  Sunday  in  February  it  is  pro- 
posed that  two  classes  be  prepared 
to  rise  and  recite  scriptures  pre- 
viously assigned  and  drilled  in  class 
for  two  preceding  months.  These 
recitations  will  be  closely  co- 
ordinated with  two  special  2i 
minute  talks.  Each  of  the  talks 
will  have  for  its  subject  an  explana- 
tion of  the  verse  which  is  to 
follow  it.  Thus,  the  first  speaker 
will  explain  the  verse,  and  then 
the  class  will  rise  and  repeat  the 
scripture  (giving  first  where  it  is 
found  eg.  Genesis,  Chapter  1. 
Verse  27,  and  then  the  memorized 
scripture).  Then,  the  second  spea- 
ker will  give  his  talk  and  the  se- 
cond class  rise  and  repeat  the 
scripture. 

Instructions  have  been  given 
that  on  fast  day,  normal  Sunday 
School  procedure  is  to  be  followed 
i.e.  45  minute  class  period,  song 
practice,  and  two  2£  minute  talks. 
The  concert  recitation  will  take 
place  in  the  12  minutes  normally 
used  in  the  Sacrament  Service. 

This  means  that  on  fast  Sun- 
days there  will  actually  be  four 
2h  minute  speakers.  That  is,  the 
two  normal  ones  and  the  two  who 
take  part  in  the  concert  recitation. 

Since  our  Sunday  School  year 
begins  the  first  Sunday  in  April 
instead  of  January,  that  will  mean 
that  the  scriptures  given  in  the 
Instructor  to  be  memorized  for 
January— we  will  memorize  in 
April.  The  scriptures  for  Febraury 
we  will  use  in  May  etc.  Therefore 
for  the   months  of  February  and 

(Continued  on  page   297) 
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that    we   might   attain  perfection 

—  by  Jean  McGill 


DECEMBER  is  the  month  of 
gaiety  and  joyousness.  Christ- 
mas brings  to  mind  the  spirit  of 
Festivity.  This  is  as  it  should  be, 
for  it  is  the  season  in  which  we 
celebrate  the  Birth  of  our  Saviour, 
to  whom  we  look  for  all  good  gifts. 
We  as  members  of  the  Church 
can  indeed  look  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving  upon  the  great  gifts 
which  are  ours.  Gifts  far  in  ex- 
cess of  those  possessed  by  any  other 
group  of  people  on  the  earth.  We 
have  the  most  perfect  blue-print 
for  life  that  can  be  found,  for  the 
draftsman  of  this  plan  was  our 
Saviour  Himself. 

He  has  given  to  us  the  way 
whereby  we  can  enjoy  complete 
freedom.  Freedom  from  fear  of 
punishment  in  that  we  have  the 
knowledge  within  our  reach,  to  know 
right  from  wrong;  freedom  from 
the  sorrow  of  death;  freedom  from 
superstition;  freedom  from  un- 
pleasant, health-destroying  habits. 
We  may  say  that  we  have  freedom 
to  enjoy  the  gifts  which  make  life 
full  and  complete.  What  greater 
gift  could  any  man  desire! 

The  motto  of  the  MIA  is  "The 
Glory  of  God  is  intelligence".  What 
is  intelligence?  It  is  applied  know- 
ledge. How  can  we  attain  this 
Glory  without  knowledge?  In 
order  for  man  to  gain  this,  God 
has  set  in  His  church,  helps  and 
governments.  To  you.  the  voung 
people,  he  has  given  the  MIA. 

This  is  not  just  a  social  club, 
but    as    in    all    activities    in    the 


Church  is  placed  there  for  our  use 
that  we  might  attain  perfection. 
The  greatest  purpose  of  the  MIA 
is  that  we  might  gain  that  free- 
dom giving  knowledge,  which 
when  applied  becomes  intelligence. 
To  me  it  is  significant  that  at 
this  season  of  Christmas,  as  we 
commemorate  the  birth  of  the 
Saviour,  we  as  Latter-day  Saints 
also  remember  the  birthday  of  our 
Prophet,  Joseph  Smith.  To  him 
we  owe  a  great  debt.  Through  him 
the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  was 
made  possible  and  the  foundation 
laid  for  the  great  organisation  of 
the  Church.  Christ  himself, 
through  Latter-day  prophets  gave 
us  a  plan  whereby  we  can  gain 
Eternal  life.  Can  we  then,  being 
mortal ,  improve  on  this  plan? 
Ought  we  not  to  be  content  to  fol- 
low that  which  was  given  us  by 
our  Saviour,  and  thereby  gain 
His  glory? 

This  is  the  Season  of  giving,  of 
gratitude  and  of  good-will  towards 
men.  Let  us  make  our  gifts  those 
whereby  we  give  of  ourselves  by 
supporting  the  MIA  program.  To 
the  Teachers  —  give  of  yourselves 
in  preparing  and  presenting  your 
lessons,  that  they  may  be  interest- 
ing. To  those  who  are  taught — 
give  appreciation  by  showing  in- 
terest in  the  lessons.  To  the  Lea- 
ders— be  examples  in  faith  and  di- 
ligence. To  those  who  are  lead — 
give  co-operation  and  determined 
effort. 

(Continued  on  page  305) 
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Renewed 


ON  that  first  Christmas,  nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago,  God 
gave  the  world  its'  greatest  gift — 
"His  only  Son".  Centuries  have 
passed  and  that  same  gift  still 
thrills  our  souls  and  fills  our 
hearts;  enters  equally  into  the 
finest  mansion  and  the  meanest 
hovel,  turns  the  sinner  unto  re- 
pentance; and  touches  the  heart  of 
the  righteous  with  sublime  joy. 
That  same  gift  remains  the  one 
bright  star  of  hope  in  a  troubled 
world. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  us 
to  remember  that  this,  the  greatest 
of  all  gifts,  cost  nothing — that  He 
who  was  born  in  a  stable,  with- 
out material  wealth  or  position, 
gave  freely  of  all  He  had  to  offer 
— that  you  and  I  might  not  perish 
but   have   everlasting   life. 

He  gave  to  us  the  recipe  for 
"Peace  on  Earth  —  Good  will  To 
ward  Men."  It  was  a  simple  re- 
cipe designed  to  overcome  hate 
and  selfishness  and  bring  into  the 
lives  of  all  mankind  faith  and 
hope  in  the  future. 

Each  year  as  the  Christmas  Sea- 
son draws  near,  we  are  reminded 
that  many  ingredients  from  this 
recipe  were  lost  and  only  in  our 
generation  have  they  been  re- 
stored. We  have  in  our  possession 
the  complete  formula,  and  al- 
though at  times  the  task  seems 
hopeless,  yet  we  have  assurance 
that  truth  will  trJumph  and  even- 
tually mankind  will  know  and  feel 
the  full  impact  of  God's  gift  to  the 
world. 

This  can  only  be  realised 
through  faithful  members  of 
Christ's  Kingdom,  preaching  and 
spreading  the  gospel  of  peace.  It 
is  a  strange  thine;  yet  true,  that 
a  full  measure  of  this  gift  can  only 
be  retained,  if  after  p-si'takin?;  of 
its  magnitude  we  in  turn  pass  it  on 
to  our  neighbours. 


Hope 


"Where  much  is  given,  much  is 
expected".  There  is  never  a  time 
when  this  oft  repeated  statement 
is  more  applicable  to  members  of 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  than  at 
this  season  of  the  year. 

What  can  I  do  you  ask?  Perhaps 
a  few  lines  from  one  of  our  great 
writers  will  give  us  something  of  a 
vision  of  our  responsibility  and  an 
incentive  to  do  our  bit  in  giving 
purpose  for  God's  great  gift  to  us. 

This  writer  begins  by  asking  the 
question — How  can  we  bring  to 
birth  a  better  day? 

"We  can  begin  as  God  dees,  with 
little  things.  When  God  would 
grow  a  tree.  He  plants  a  seed. 
When  He  would  build  a  universe. 
He  began  with  the  atom.  When 
He  would  change  the  hearts  of 
men.  He  sends  a  babe  to  a  manger. 

We  must  begin  with  the  com- 
monplace things  which  lie  to  hand. 
It  is  essential  to  dream  great 
dreams,  but  hope  does  not  spring 
from  dreams  alone.  Wedded  to 
the  dream  must  be  the  act.  In  the 
words   of   Jesus.    "Whatsoever  thy 
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of 


By  President  Glen  G.  Fisher 


Christmas 


hand  finds  to   do,   do  it  with  all 
thy  might!" 

All  great  achievements  have 
humble  beginnings.  You  begin  to 
compose  the  Fifth  Symphony  by 
practicing  your  scales.  You  be- 
gin to  invent  the  mass-manufacture 
of  automobiles  by  learning  to  re- 
pair watches  and  clocks  on  a  Mic- 
higan farm.  You  begin  to  fashion 
the  theory  of  relativity  by  learn- 
ing the  multiplication  tables. 
"Whatsoever  thy  hand  finds  to  do, 
do  it!" 

Is  it  a  glib  and  easy  optimism 
to  hold  out  the  hope  that  one  per- 
son can  do  something  toward  meet- 
ing the  great  needs  of  our  time? 
In  our  massive,  impersonal  world 
may  we  really  believe  in  the  in- 
fluence of  the  nameless  individual? 

Look,  for  an  answer,  at  the  men 
who  followed  Jesus  when  he  came 
to  manhood.  Today  they  are 
honoured  and  called  saints.  What 
were  they  when  Jesus  called  them? 
They  were  typical  workingmen  — 
fishermen,  tax  collectors,  "the  com- 
mon people  who  heard  him  glad- 
ly." They  were  indistinguishable 
from  the  millions  around  them — 
until  they  met  Jesus.  Then  His 
faith  in  them  called  forth  their 
faith  in  God,  and  these  formerly 
unexciting  men  went  out  to  turn 
the  world  upside  down  and  change 
the  course  of  history. 

Is  this  to  suggest  that  anyone 
can  influence  the  affairs  of  our 
world?  It  is.  There  are  capaci- 
ties, there  are  powers  within  us 
beyond  our  comprehension.  Our 
faith  can  bring  us  the  wisdom  to 
know  what  we  can  do  and  the 
strength  to  do  it." 

Added  to  all  of  this  we  have  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Armed 
with  a  testimony  and  these  truths, 
we  as  members  of  Church  can  do 
all  that  this  noted  writer  has  sug- 


gested "What  a  challenge  and  an 
opportunity!" 

The  world  needs  more  than  ever 
before  in  history  what  we  have  to 
offer — a  clear  knowledge  of  why 
God  gave  to  the  world  His  only 
begotten  Son  in  the  flesh. 

We  may  begin  in  a  small  way 
but  eventually  if  we  are  faithful 
we  become  in  very  deed,  powerful 
messengers  of  peace  and  goodwill. 

As  members  and  missionaries  in 
this  beautiful  land  of  South  Africa, 
let  us  be  resolved  to  do  our  part 
in  spreading  hope  to  mankind.  Let 
our  hearts  be  turned  to  the 
"Supreme  Gift  "  and  His  glorious 
message  of  love  and  mercy  for  Our 
Father's  children,  and  having  re- 
ceived in  abundance  of  His  Divine 
Grace,  let  us  this  Christmastide 
and  in  the  New  Year  impart  the 
glorious  truths  of  the  Gospel  to 
others. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father, 
which  is  in  heaven."  —  Matthew 
5:16. 

Our  hearts  are  full  of  love  and 
compassion  for  you  our  Brothers 
and  Sister  and  friends  throughout 
the  Mission.  We  have  had  two 
glorious  years  among  you,  and 
they  have  been  rich  in  experience 
and  purposeful  living.  We  ask  no 
greater  things  from  life  or  life 
hereafter  than  to  be  counted 
worthy  to  serve  DeoDle  like  you.  We 
honour,  and  respect  you  for  your 
high  ideals  and  exemplary  lives. 

May  God  bless  you,  and  good 
Deoole  everywhere  that  the  true 
soirit  of  Christmas  will  be  felt  in 
rich  abundance,  and  bring  to  all 
mankind  the  assurance  that  the 
"Prince  of  Peace"  has  come  again 
and  His  mecsaee  is  the  same — 

"Behold  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  Great  Joy."  "And  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  towards  men." 
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"CHOSEN  OF  GOD" 


"X  was  born  in  the  year  of  our 
A  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  December  in  the  town  of 
Sharon,  Windsor  County,  State  of 

Vermont My  father,  Joseph 

Smith,  Sen   .   .  .   .   " 

Thus  did  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  begin  the  account  of  his 
life  and  labours.  Latter-day 
Saints  throughout  the  world  will 
pause  on  the  anniversary  of  that 
day  to  pay  honour  once  again  to 
the  great  prophet  raised  up  in 
these  last  days  to  restore  the  Gos- 
pel and  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world. 


They  will  remember  that  follow- 
ing his  death,  his  associates  wrote 
of  him: 

"Joseph  Smith,  the  Frophet  and 
Seer  of  the  Lord,  has  done  more, 
save  Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation 
of  men  in  this  world,  than  any 
other  man  that  ever  lived  in  it. 
In  the  short  space  of  twenty  years, 
he  has  brought  forth  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  which  he  translated  by 
the  gift  and  power  of  God,  and 
has  been  the  means  of  publishing 
it  on  two  continents:  has  sent  the 
fulness  of  the  everlasting  gospel, 
which  it  contained,  to  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth:  has  brought 


294 


CUMORAH  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        December,  1958. 


forth  the  revelations  and  com- 
mandments which  compose  this 
book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  many  other  wise  documents 
and  instructions  for  the  benefit  of 
the  children  of  men;  gathered 
many  thousands  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  founded  a  great  city,  and 
left  a  fame  and  name  that  cannot 
be  slain. 

"He  lived  great,  and  he  died 
great  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  his 
people;  and  like  most  of  the  Lord's 
anointed  in  ancient  times,  has 
sealed  his  mission  and  his  works 
with  his  blood;  and  so  has  his 
brother  Hyrum.  In  life  they  were 
not  divided,  and  in  death  they 
were  not  separated!" 

This  young  American  prophet 
announced  to  the  world  the 
greatest  divine  manifestation 
which  has  ever  taken  place,  a  visit 
of  the  Father  and  Son  to  modern 
America  with  a  message  for  all 
who  lived  in  the  latter  days.  Said 
the  Prophet  after  he  had  knelt  in 
prayer  in  the  little  grove  near  his 
father's   house : 

"I  saw  a  pillar  of  light  exactly 
over  my  head,  above  the  bright- 
ness of  the  sun,  which  descended 
gradually  until  it  fell  upon  me  .  .  . 

"When  the  light  rested  upon  me, 
I  saw  two  Personages,  whose 
brightness  and  glory  defy  all  de- 
scription, standing  above  me  in  the 
air.  One  of  them  spake  unto  me, 
calling  me  bv  name  and  said, 
pointing  to  the  other— THIS  IS 
MY  BELOVED  SON.  HEAR 
HIM!" 

The  modern  revelation  of  God 
certainly  was  the  most  important 
thing  connected  with  the  work  of 
the  Prophet.  Without  it  there 
would  have  been  no  restoration. 
Without  it  there  would  have  been 
no  modem  priesthood,  nor  a 
modem  Church.  So  with  him  the 
Latter-day  Saints  of  tod^v  he^M 
the  return  of  revelation  from  God 
and  join  with  b^m  in  Announcing 
that  in  very  deed  the  Father  and 
the  Son  came  back  to  earth  and 
talked  with  him  as  one  man 
speaketh  to  another. 

But  tnat  was  not  all.  There 
were  other  visitation.  The  Saviour 
came  on  other  occasions  and  an- 
gelic beings  followed. 


THE  PROPHET  JOSEPH  SMITH 

in  very  deed  was  an  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  God  for  establish- 
ing His  work  in  the  latter  days.  Is 
it  any  wonder  that  his  associates 
said  that  he  had  done  more  save 
Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation  of 
men  in  this  world,  than  any  other 
man  that  ever  lived  in  it? 

"When  Joseph  went  to  Carthage 
to  deliver  himself  up  to  the  pre- 
tended requirements  of  the  law, 
two  or  three  days  previous  to  his 
assassination,  he  said;  T  am  going 
like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter;  but 
I  am  calm  as  a  summer's  morn- 
ing; I  have  a  conscience  void  of 
offense  towards  God,  and  towards 
all  men.  I  SHALL  DIE  INNO- 
CENT, AND  IT  SHALL  YET  BE 
SAID  OF  ME— HE  WAS  MUR- 
DERED IN  COLD  BLOOD.'— The 
same  mornmg,  after  Hyrum  had 
made  ready  to  go — shall  it  be  said 
to  the  slaughter?  yes,  for  so  it 
was — he  read  the  following  chap- 
ter of  Ether,  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, and  turned  down  the  leaf 
upon   it: 

"  'And  it  came  to  pass  I  prayed 
unto  the  Lord  that  he  would  give 
unto  the  Gentiles  grace,  that  they 
might  have  charity.  And  it  came 
to  pass  that  the  Lord  said  unto 
me:  If  they  have  not  charity  it 
mattereth  not  unto  thee,  thou 
hast  been  faithful  wherefore  thy 
garments  are  clean.  And  because 
thou  hast  seen  thy  weakness,  thou 
shalt  be  made  strong,  even  unto 
the  sitting  down  in  the  place  which 
I  have  prepared  in  the  mansion 
of  mv  Father.  And  now  I  .  .  .  . 
bid  farewell  unto  the  Gentiles; 
yea;  and  also  unto  my  brethren 
whom  I  love,  until  we  shall  meet 
before  the  judgement-seat  of 
Christ,  where  all  men  shall  know 
that  my  garments  are  not  spotted 
with  your  blood.'  The  testators 
are  now  dead,  and  their  testament 
is  in  force." 

It  is  appropriately  fitting  that 
we  should  honour  his  birthday 
during  the  same  season  when  we 
commemorate  the  birth  of  the 
Savior.  No  man  has  done  as  much 
tn  spread  the  testimony  through- 
out the  world  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  resurrected  Son  of  God. 
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...YE  DO  IT 
UNTO  ME 


Dear  Primary  Workers  and  Parents, 

It  has  been  said  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  things  in  this  world: 
the  things  that  are  important  and  the  things  that  are  not  important. 

There  are  no  people  who  have  learned  to  know  and  understand  the 
things  that  are  important  better  than  the  Latter-day  Saints.  In  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  we  find  many  things  that  are  important. 

Happiness  has  been  the  goal  of  man  down  through  the  ages,  and  in 
modern  day  scripture  we  read.    "Men  are  that  they  might  have  joy". 

True  happiness  and  joy  come  from  the  favour  of  God.  How  can 
this  favour  of  God  be  obtained?  To  the  Latter-day  Saints  the  answer 
is  clear;  through  service  and  giving. 

The  most  obvious  lesson  in  Christ's  teachings  is  that  there  is  less 
happiness  in  having  and  getting,  than  in  giving  and  serving.  Today 
many  people  are  on  the  wrong  road  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  They 
think  it  comes  in  having  and  getting;  but  Christ  said,  "it  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive." 

If  the  boys  and  girls  of  today  are  going  to  be  able  to  follow  that 
path  which  will  bring  them  everlasting  happiness  they  must  be  given 
the  opportunity  to  practice  principles  in  a  happy  way.  Surely 
there  is  no  better  way  for  us  as  officers  and  teachers  to  help  Primary 
children  realize  the  opportunity  they  have  of  serving  and  giving,  than 
through  the  annual  Penny  Appeal  for  the  Primary  Children's  hospital. 

If  the  children  are  encouraged  to  earn  the  pennies  they  contribute 
to  give  up  something  they  want,  and  have  the  money  for  the  hospital. 
it  will  help  them  to  think  of  others,  and  then  they,  too,  will  know  the 
joy   of  giving. 

The  beautiful  Primary  Children's  Hospital  is  a  monument  to  the 
thousands  of  children,  officers  and  teachers,  who  have  served  with  an 
undivided  heart  and  with  a  singleness  of  purpose.  May  we  express  our 
appreciation  to  you  for  the  loving  service  you  have  rendered  in  the  past. 
and  for  all  that  you  may  render  in  the  future,  to  help  the  little  patients 
live  happy  and  normal  lives. 

May  we  all  continue  to  go  forward  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  which 
is  the  spirit  of  Service  and  Giving,  and  ever  remember  the  words  of  the 
Saviour:  "Insomuch  as  ye  do  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  do  it  unto  me." 
Mission   Primary  Supervisor. 
Sincerely, 
Sister  Johanna  Fourie. 


THE    GIVER— Continued 

ger  is  strong  enough  to  lighten  our  rather  we  should  feel  that  life   is 

way  to  the  end  of  our  days.     Let  richer    and    more    beautiful,    with 

us    keep    the    spirit    of    love    and  greater      meaning.        Our     hearts 

kindness  continually,  for  if  we  do  °       , .  ,         ~    ,  °  .., 

not  we  become  like  those  who  live  should   be  fllled   Wlth  more  gratl" 

their  religion  on  Sunday  only.    Let  tude    than    ever    before,    for    the 

us  not  be  left  with  a  bleakness  or  Giver  of  all  Gifts  and  His  love  for 

emptiness  after  this  lovely  season —  us. 
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GENEALOGY 

For  the  Salvation  of  Mankind 


AS  we  come  to  the  close  of  this 
year  1958,  and  review  our 
achievements,  we  may  find  that 
the  scale  is  not  evenly  balanced. 
There  is  much  that  has  been  left 
undone  and  unfinished  relating  to 
our  spiritual  progression,  particu- 
larly in  our  genealogical  efforts. 

This  is  the  season  of  gifts.  At 
the  dedication  of  the  Kirtland 
Temple,  Ohio,  April  3rd  1836,  Our 
Lord  and  Saviour  appeared  to 
Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery. 
as  a  personal  and  glorified  being, 
to  accept  this  house.  This  was  a 
wonderful  manifestation  of  His 
identity. 

Then  came  Moses  with  the  Keys 
of  the  gathering  of  Israel  from  the 
four  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the 
leading  of  the  ten  tribes;  Elias  to 
commit  the  dispensation  of  the 
Gospel  of  Abi-aham;  and  Elijah  to 
fulfill  the  testimony  of  Malachi, 
wherein  he  said  that  Elijah  would 
be  sent  before  the  great  and  dread- 
ful day  of  the  Lord,  to  turn  the 


By  Edith  Wiid 

hearts  of  the  father  to  the  chil- 
dren and  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren to  the  fathers. 


What  a  glorious  day  of  bestowal 
of  gifts  for  the  salvation  of  man- 
kind, both  the  living  and  the  dead. 

Let  us  share  these  great  gifts 
with  our  kindred  dead  through  the 
vicarious  work  to  be  done  in  the 
Holy  Temples,  which  our  Lord 
accepts  as  His  house. 

The  Mission  Genealogical  Office 
extend  to  all,  Greetings  for  this 
Christmas  season,  and  happiness 
throughout  the  coming  year. 


SUNDAY    SCHOOL 

March,  it  is  suggested  that  all 
classes  memorize  the  same  scrip- 
tures. 

Scripture  for  February — Genesis 
1:27. 

Scripture  for  March — John  17:3. 

For  further  discussion  on  con- 
cert recitation  see  Page  321  of  the 
October  1958  INSTRUCTOR.  The 
larger  branches  will  be  able  to  fol- 
low this  program  fully:  some  of 
the  smaller  Sunday  Schools  will 
have  to  adapt  it  for  their  needs. 

Brethern,  we  realize  that  it  may 
take  some  adjustments  in  times  of 
Fast  Meeting  in  order  to  follow 
this  new  procedure.  Branch  Pres- 
idencies and  Sunday  School 
Superintendancies  will  have  to 
work  together.  I  pray  that  we  will 
have  the  support  and  cooperation 
of  each  branch  in  carrying  out  these 


instructions  from  the  General 
Board  and  The  First  Presidency 
of  the  Church.  We  have  been 
commanded  to  "search  the  scrip- 
tures ....  for  they  are  they  which 
testify  of  me."  Let  us  endeavor  to 
follow  this  commandment  in  our 
Sunday  Schools.  Our  goal  is  to 
have  every  member  of  the  church 
qualified  to  answer  the  question — 
"Why  I  am  a  Latter-day  Saint." 
Sincerelv. 
Elder  J.  M.  Holt. 

Sunday  School  Supervisor. 

// 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Andre  Naude  as  Super- 
vising Elder  of  Pretoria  on  10th 
November,    1958. 

Elder  Merrill  Whitehead  as 
Supervising  Elder  of  Natal  on 
17th    November.    1958. 
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BAPTISM: 

BESTER,  Barend  Jacobus  (East 
Rand)  b.  Jesse  L.  Gibb  c.  Ken- 
neth A.  Svenson,  October  12, 
1958. 

BESTER,  Norma  Margaret  (East 
Rand)  b.  Jesse  L.  Gibb  c.  Ken- 
neth A.  Svenson,  October  12, 
1958. 

BLESSINGS: 

MILNE,  Robert  (Raman)  b.  Nor- 
man G.  Muir,  October  12,  1958. 

BESTER.  David  (East  Rand),  b. 
Kenneth  A.  Svenson,  October  12, 
1958. 

BESTER,  Joanne  (East  Rand)  b. 
Jesse  L.  Gibb,  October  12,  1958. 

SAAYMAN,  Sharon  Roberta  (Port 
Elizabeth)  b.  Keith  Hubert. 
October   5,   1958. 

SAAYMAN,  Erene  Miriam  (Port 
Elizabeth)  b.  Larry  Nelson,  Octo- 
ber 5,   1958. 

GRADWELL,  Cynthia  Valecia 
(Ramah)  b.  Dale  N.  Melville, 
November   2,    1958. 

GRADWELL,  Trevor  Leslie  (Ra- 
mah) b.  M.  Mark  Merril,  Novem- 
ber 2.   1958. 

HODGKISS,  Miles  Stephen  (Salis- 
bury) b.  Dennis  S.  Bullock, 
November  2,   1958. 

WHITTAL,  Charmaine  Edith 
(East  Rand)  b.  Jesse  L.  Gibb, 
October  19,   1958. 

MINNIE,  Alan  (East  Rand)  b. 
Melvin  J.  Lawlor,  October  19, 
1958. 

MINNIE,  Magdalena  Catherina 
(East  Rand)  b.  Melvin  J.  Lawlor, 
October  19,   1958. 


TYLER,  Shawn  Edward  (Springs) 
b.  Real'ord  E.  Futter,  Septem- 
ber 28,   1958. 

HULBERT,        Gavin       Douglas 

(Springs)     b.    Douglas    Hulbert, 
November  2,  1958. 

ORDINATIONS: 

BAYLEY,  Raymond  Dennis  (Dur- 
ban) ordained  an  Elder  by 
Harold  B.  Lee,  October  12,  1958. 

BILLET,  Douglas  Derek,  (Durban) 
ordained  an  Elder  by  Harold  B. 
Lee,  October  12,  1958. 

CAMERON,  Robert  Bruce  Gordon 
(Durban)  ordained  a  Teacher  by 
Ray  G.  Wilson,  October  12,  1958. 

JAKINS,  Duane  (Out)  ordained  a 
Teacher  by  Richard  Jakins. 
October  12,   1958. 

SPEAR,  Vernon  William  (Luans- 
hya)  ordained  an  Elder  by  Glen 
G.  Fisher,  August  15,  1958. 

MUNCH,  Philip  William  Frederick 
(Luanshya)  ordained  a  Deacon 
by  Harold  B.  Lee,  October  21, 
1958. 

MILLER,  Malcolm  Bruce  (Dur- 
ban) ordained  a  Deacon  by  Den- 
nis  Rampton,   October   19,    1958. 

MILLER,  Brian  (Durban)  ordained 
a  Deacon  bv  Walter  O.  Erasmus, 
October  19,  1958. 

OUWERKERK,  Gerard  Marinus 
(Durban)  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Louis  Duncan,  October  19,  1958. 
SHARPE,  Francis  Noel  Brian 
(Durban)  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Joseph  M.  Jakins,  October  19, 
1958. 

VAN  COLLER,  Charles  Ivor  Rex 
(Durban)  ordained  an  Elder  by 
Harold  B.  Lee.  October  12,  1958. 
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SWANEPOEL,     Andries     Johannes 

(Durban)  ordained  a  Priest  by 
Barry  N.  Pratt,  November  2, 
1958. 
HOLTSHOUSEN,  Stephanus  Phil- 
lipus  (East  Rand)  ordained  a 
Deacon  by  Jesse  L.  Gibb 
October  12,   1958. 

FOURIE,  Coenraad  Willem  (East 
Rand)  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Melvin  J.  Lawlor,  October  12, 
1958. 

CLOETE,  Gert  (East  Rand)  or- 
dained a  deacon  by  Jesse  L. 
Gibb,   October   12,   1958. 


DEATHS: 
BRUMMER,        Elizabeth        Lilian 

Smith)  died  at  Waterval  Estate. 

Johannesburg,    October   8,    1958. 

NEL,    Stephanus    Jacobus    Daniel 

died  at  Durban  October  25,  1958. 
MARRIAGES: 

Alma  Sylvia  Schroeder  to  Heinz 
Spriestersbach,  at  Krugersdorp  on 
October   17,   1958. 

Jaranda  Louise  Duncan  to  An- 
thony Pain  at  Durban  on  October 
25,  1958. 

Bernice  Dhawne  van  Niekerk  to 
Neil  Muir  Wentzel  at  Springs  on 
September    27,    1958. 


lillli  MISSIONARIES 


TRANSFERS 

Gerald   Layton 
Jacob  Whitehead 
Don.   Harper 
Glen  Harding 
Leo.  D.  Anderson 
Kenneth  Svenson 
Robert  Milne 
Glen  Barfuss 
Andre  Naude 
John  Scheltema 
Wayne  Greep 
Joan  McArthur 
Lavinia  Bosse 
LaVerne  Park 
Rose-Marie  Steen- 

Nielssen 
James  Thomas 
Mervin  Hippard 
Paul  Vance 
Merril  Whitehead 
Howard    Tagg 
John  D.  Oviatt 


PROM: 

Johannesburg 

N'Dola 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Gwelo 

Johannesburg 

Krugersdorp 

Pretoria 

Cape  Town 

Pretoria 

Port  Elizabeth 

Durban 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 
Welkom 
Durban 
East  London 
Port  Elizabeth 
Durban 


TO: 

N'Dola 

Cape  Town 

Bulawayo 

Bulawayo 

Gwelo 

Gwelo 

Johannesburg 

Krugersdorp 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

Pretoria 

Durban 

Pretoria 

Pretoria 

Port  Elizabeth 

Welkom 
Cape  Town 
East  London 
Durban 

Pietermaritzburg 
Kimberlev 
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IN  his  address  to  the  Ramah 
Branch  just  recently,  Presi- 
dent Fisher  emphasized  the  need 
for  more  gratitude  for  the  blessings 
that  we  receive  from  Our  Father 
in  Heaven.  At  this  time,  as  we 
look  back  over  the  past  year,  it 
would  be  well  for  each  one  of  us 
to  sum  up  our  position  in  regard  to 
which  way  the  balance  would  be,  if 
we  were  to  compare  our  service  to 
the  Lord,  with  the  blessings  that 
He  has  bestowed  upon  us. 


GRATITUDE 


So  often  the  expressions  of  gra- 
titude we  hear  in  our  Fast  and 
and  Testimony  meetings  are  mere 
lip  service.  When  one  sees  the 
good  work  being  done  by  some  of 
the  brethern  and  sisters  in  the 
branches,  it  is  most  inspirational 
to  greater  efforts.  But.  in  those 
same  branches  are  those  who  will 
express  gratitude  in  the  Testimony 
Meetings  on  Sunday,  but  when 
asked  to  give  a  little  of  their  time 
to  Branch  Teaching  among  their 
fellow  members,  or  bake  a  few 
cakes  for  a  cake  sale  to  swell  the 
building  fund  or  Relief  Society 
needs,  what  a  different  attitude 
confronts  one.  Either  there  is  no 
time,  or  the  little  expense  cannot 
be  met.  Is  that  really  gratitude, 
or  do  we  number  among  those  that 
Jesus  spoke  about  when  He  said 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in 
the  sacred  grove,  "They  draw  near 
to  me  with  their  lips,  but  their 
hearts  are  far  from  me? 


Do  we  realize  that  the  ingrati- 
tude we  display  in  this  life  will 
cast  its  reflection  on  us  in  the  life 
hereafter.  The  Lord  said,  "If  ye 
love  me,  keep  my  commandments." 
Let  us  show  our  Father  in  Heaven 
that  we  are  truly  His  children, 
and  orove  our  gratitude  for  the 
sacrifice  His  Son  made  for  us  by 
being  obedient  to  the  principles  of 
the  gospel. 

On  behalf  of  my  beloved  wife 
and  family,  I  wish  to  convey  our 
sincere  love  and  best  wishes  for 
the  coming  Festive  Season.  We 
pray  that  the  New  Year  may 
bring  peace,  love,  and  contentment 
into  the  homes  of  all  the  Latter- 
day  Saints.  We  are  thankful  for 
the  wonderful  leadership  that  has 
been  the  blessing  of  this  mission 
in  President  and  Sister  Fisher. 
May  the  Lord  bless  them  and  each 
one  of  you  with  His  choicest  bles- 
blessings. 

—  President  I.  C.  Louw. 


The   best  of   gifts  around   a  Christmas   tree   is   the  presence   of   a 
happy  family  all  wrapped  up  in  each  other. 
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Prize-winning   stall 


BRANCH  HIGHLIGHTS 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 
"Choose  ye  this  day,  whom  ye 
will  serve"  was  the  theme  of  the 
evening  service  on  Sunday.  2nd 
November.  We  congratulate  the 
Relief  Society  Presidency  on  a 
lovely  evening's  worship.  The 
Singing  Sisters,  conducted  by 
Sister  Violet  Taylor,  rendered  two 
beautiful  anthems.  Talks  dealing 
with  the  theme  in  its  aspect 
touching  our  life  of  today  and  the 
rewards  of  choosing  wisely  were 
given  by  Sister  Yvonne  van  Rhyn, 
Brother  David  Bell  and  Sister 
Beatrice  E.  Smith.  The  flowers 
were  beautifully  arranged  by  Sister 
Irene  Newton. 

We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister 
Swart  from  the  Transvaal.  We 
hope  they  will  enioy  living  here,  as 
much  as  we  will  enjoy  having 
them. 

During  the  week  ending  8th 
November,  sounds  of  hammering 
and    sawing    filled    the    recreation 


hall  as  the  Sisters  directed  the 
Brethren  in  the  erection  of  stalls 
for  the  Annual  Relief  Society 
Bazaar.  Artistry  and  ingenuity 
went  hand-in-hand  to  achieve  the 
wonderful  scene  which  met  our 
gaze  on  Saturday,  the  8th.  Fairy- 
lights  twinkled  from  the  Produce 
stall  and  from  "Cumorah's  Circus" 
(where  an  array  of  dolls  and  toys 
attracted  the  gaze  of  all).  The 
prize  for  the  best  decorated  stall 
went  to  the  "Circus",  and  we  all 
cheered  when  it  was  oresented  to 
Sisters  Fisher,  Williams,  and 
Helm.  Needlework,  knitwear,  ham- 
burgers, ice-cream,  etc.,  were  there 
to  tempt  the  "bawbeees"  from  our 
Dockets,  and  the  small  fry  were 
entertained  by  puppet  shows  and 
"bioscope".  Also  enioved  were  the 
Fancy  Dress  Competition  and  the 
races  in  which  all  ages  took  part. 
The  c'o"0  of  t^"  b°JZ0oT  vovealed 
that  we  had  taken  PAOQ  rr.d  thai 
there  was  still  more  to  come  in. 
We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy 
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to  the  family  of  Brother  Samuel 
Rocke,  who  passed  away  on  18th 
November.  May  the  Lord  comfort 
them  in  their  sorrow. 

One  of  the  functions  to  which 
we  all  look  forward  each  year  is 
the  Old  Folks'  Party.  This  year 
the  decorations  were  arranged  to 
a  theme  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
good  things  of  life.  Flowers,  fruit, 
and  vegetables  symbolised  the 
lovely  harvest  of  our  golden  years. 
After  we  had  partaken  of  the  ex- 
cellent repast,  we  were  enter- 
tained by   a  programme   arranged 


for  us  by  the  Elders.  We  wish  to 
thank  the  Relief  Society  for  this 
delightful  party. 

Among  those  who  have  been  ill 
during  the  month  are  Sister  May 
Jennings,  who  has  recently  re- 
turned to  Cape  to  live,  Sister  Bibb, 
and  brother  Tom  Poulton  who  is 
in  hospital ;  we  wish  them  a  speedy 
recovery. 

We  extend  our  good  wishes  for 
Christmas  to  all  of  our  people  in 
South  Africa  and  abroad.  May 
God  bless  you  all  with  great  joy 
at  this  glorious  season. 


CANDY   STALL 


PORT   ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 
Mutual  held  a  combined  braai- 
vleis-Hallowe'en  Party.  The  funds 
raised  helped  to  swell  the  organ 
fund.  Lanterns  made  from 
squashes  and  the  traditional  duck- 
ing for  apple?  added  the  Hal- 
lowe'en touch  to  the  party. 

The  Relief  Society  presented 
their  Special  Programme  Sunday 
evenine.  2nd  November  Al^hruerl. 
Sister  Bosse  left  a  few  days  befcie 
the  Programme  wa*  presented,  wf 
thank  her  for  the  hard  work  she 


put  in  for  the  Relief  Society  and 
Choir.  We  hoDe  we  will  be  a  credit 
to  her  in  the  months  to  come.  We 
welcome  Sister  Nielssen  who  has 
arrived  to  take  her  place. 

BULAWAYO   BRANCH 

Reoorted  by  Iris  Fourie 
We  are  happy  to  report  that  all 
is  well  in  Bulawayo. 

Several  of  our  members  were 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  go  to 
Salisburv  during  the  month  to  see 
and     hear     our    beloved    Apostle. 
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Brother  Lee.  We  were  sorry  that 
he  and  Sister  Lee  were  not  able  to 
visit  our  city. 

Brother  Billy  Jubber  has  had  an 
operation  on  his  spine.  We  are 
pleased  to  report  that  the  opera- 
tion was  a  success  and  Billy  is 
doing  fine. 

The  Branch  celebrated  Guy 
Fawkes  with  a  braaivleis  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Jones  at  Waterford. 

Congratulations  go  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Alt  Frost  of  Gwelo,  on 
the  safe  arrival  of  another  daugh- 
ter. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Elder  Don 
Harper  to  our  Branch.  We  hope 
your  stay  with  us  in  Bulawayo  wfil 
be  one  of  your  happiest. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

Sister  Jaranda  Duncan  was 
married  to  Mr.  Anthony  Pain  in 
"The  Grove"  chapel  on  October 
35th. 

Our  Hallowe'en  Party,  held  on 
the  31st  October,  was  a  grand  suc- 
cess. The  M.I.A.  and  the  Mis- 
sionaries did  a  wonderful  job  on 
the  Spook  Alley,  and  general  decor, 
for  this  event. 

A  Sunday  School  was  officially 
organized  in  Margate,  by  Elder 
Vance,  on  Sunday.  16th  November. 
We  wish  Brother  and  Sister  Pe'ser. 
who  will  be  in  charge,  every  suc- 
cess. 

The  M.I.A.  Pioneer  evening  held 
on  the  21st  November  was  so  out- 
standing, that  the  Branch  Presi- 
dency have  asked  them  to  re- 
present it.  for  the  benefit  of  those 
members  who  were  unable  to 
attend. 

We  extend  to  Sister  Nell  and  her 
family  our  most  heartfelt  condo- 
lences on  the  passing  awav  of 
Brother  Nell,  on  November  29th. 

The  Branch  Presidencv  and 
Memb°rs  would  like  to  extend  to 
the  Mission  Presidencv.  and  the 
Members  and  Missionaries 

throue-Vinut  t>e  Mission,  their  verv 
best  wishes  for  a  Haoov  Christ- 
mas, and  God's  cho^est  blessings 
uoon  all  their  New  Year  endeav- 
ours. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Sylvia  Milne 

Brother  Paterson,  Brother  Faber 
and  Brother  Tex  W.  Smith  paid  us 
an  official  visit  on  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 9th.  It  was  the  first  time  we 
had  been  addressed  by  Brother 
Faber  since  his  call  to  the  District 
Presidency  and  we  enjoyed  hear- 
ing from  him. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have 
President  Fisher  as  our  main 
speaker  on  the  16th,  and  appre- 
ciated the  words  of  wisdom  and 
counsel  which  he  gave  to  us. 

Clive  Nichols  recently  had  what 
could  have  been  a  very  serious  acci- 
dent. While  swimming  he  struck 
his  head  on  the  bottom  of  the 
pool.  It  required  21  stitches  in 
his  scalp,  but  he  is  feeling  better 
now. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Cecilia 
Helena  Louw  and  David  Philip 
Munro-Batterbury  who  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Ramah  chapel  on 
November  8th  and  wish  them  every 
happiness  in  the  future. 

An  interesting  Relief  Society 
lesson  was  given  by  Sister  Lilian 
Brummer  on  "Savings  and  added 
Happiness"  after  which  Brother 
Tex  Smith  gave  a  demonstration 
on  how  to  make  Christmas  decora- 
tions. 

M.I.A.  activities  this  month  in- 
cluded a  Halloween  Party  com- 
plete with  "Spook  Alley",  which 
was  a  £reat  success. 

A  concert,  organized  by  Brother 
Norman  G.  Muir.  was  held  on  be- 
half of  the  Sunday  School  Christ- 
mas Tree.  The  sum  raised  was 
£30. 

WELKOM   BRANCH 

ReDorted  bv  Hush  Ca  mobell 
Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Willie  Botha  on  the  arrival 
of  a  son  "Dean",  who  was  born  on 
October  27th. 

The  special  Sunday  Evenine 
service  presented  by  the  Relief 
Society  was  very  well  attended. 
We  were  happy  to  have  Brother 
and  Sister  Wilson  and  family  with 
us. 
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Two  socials  were  held  this 
month  to  raise  funds  for  the 
Christmas  Tree  party.  A  very 
.successful  film  show  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Campbell,  and  a  debate  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Par- 
kin. The  theme  of  the  debate 
was  "Men  should  help  in  the 
home".  The  brethren  debated  for 
and  the  sisters  against. 

Brian  and  Susan  Botha  and 
Duncan  Campbell  have  had 
chicken  pox,  followed  by  measles, 
but  they  are  over  it  now. 

BLOEMFONTEIN    BRANCH 

Reported  by  Mona  Spear 

Hello  once  again.  We  have  been 
very  busy  as  a  branch  this  past 
month  raising  funds  for  our 
chanel.  Two  rummage  sales  were 
held  and  the  amounts  received 
were  very  gratifying. 

We  would  ask  for  the  thoughts 
and  prayers  of  the  members 
throughout  the  mission  on  behalf 
of  Ronnie  Utermohlen  who  was 
involved  in  a  motor  cycle  accident 
recently.  His  back  was  broken  in 
the  lumbar  region,  and  as  a  result 
he  is  confined  to  his  bed  to  lie  on 
a  plank  for  three  weeks. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome 
Brother  Jan  van  Brandwijk. 
Brother  Pieter  and  Sister  Heyden- 
ryck  into  our  branch.  They  were 
bantized  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber. 

We  wish  every  hapniness  to 
Sister  Berge  and  Brother  van 
Brandwijk.  who  were  married  on 
November  8th. 

NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH 

Reported  bv  Bertha  Wagener 
The  special  Relief  Societv  Pro- 
gramme presented  this  month  was 
insDirational   and   uplifting  to  all 
who  heard  it. 

Among  those  on  the  sick  list  this 
month  arp  Brother  William  Brum- 
mer  and  Brother  Oosthuizen. 

Brother  and  Sister  I.  C.  Louw 
attended  Priesthood  and  Relief 
Societv  meetings  on  12th  Novem- 
ber. We  are  always  happy  to  have 
them  visit  us. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Rita  Corrigan 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  Novem- 
ber, the  Relief  Society  Sisters  pre- 
sented a  thought-provoking  pro- 
gramme on  the  theme  "Choosing 
lasting  values  in  a  changing 
world". 

Minor  ailments  and  sickness 
among  our  members  still  takes 
toll  of  our  attendance  at  meetings. 
Brother  Marriott  has  recovered 
from  a  serious  bout  of  bronchial 
pneumonia.  We  pray  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  bless  little 
Chervl  Randall,  who  has  been  verv 
ill. 

At  a  fireside  service  on  Novem- 
ber 16th.  Elder  West  gave  a  very 
interesting  talk  on  "Music  and  its 
place  in  Church  Worship". 

We  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  wish  all  the  Saints  and 
friends  throughout  South  Africa  a 
Hapoy  Christmas  and  a  Prosper- 
ous New  Year. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

The  arrival  of  Elder  and  Sister 
Lee  on  the  23  October  established 
another  memorable  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  branch.  Saints  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  Transvaal  to 
fill  our  chapel  and  hall  to  caoacity. 
All  who  attended  certainly  left 
with  a  wonderful  impression  after 
hearing  Elder  Lee  expound  the 
gospel  with  such  force  and 
authority.  On  behalf  of  the  Trans- 
vaal District,  President  Kenneth 
Powrie  nresented  Elder  and  Sister 
Lee  with  a  token  of  our  esteem. 

The  Branch  Presidency  wishes 
to  express  appreciation  to  Mrs. 
Kathy  Hugo  for  the  artistic 
arrangement  of  flowers  on  this 
occasion. 

Prize-winners  at  a  very  success- 
ful beetle  drive,  soonsored  bv  the 
Sunday  School  on  24  October, 
were  Kathy  Hugo  and  I.  C.  Louw 
for  the  seniors,  and  Irene  Jubber 
and  Cornelius  Botha  for  the 
juniors. 

Under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Mavis  Louw.  and  Brothers  Gary 
Cloete     and     Val     van     Niekerk. 
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Springs  and  East  Rand  Branches 
combined  on  October  31st  for  the 
Green  and  Gold  Ball.  A  variety 
of  humorous  sketches  and  splashes 
of  green  and  gold  reminiscent  of 
present  day  abstract  art  were  used 
by  Brother  Ken  Armstrong  to 
decorate  the  hall. 

The  Relief  Society  presented  a 
most  interesting  programme  on  2 
November.  The  theme  was  taken 
from  Joshua  24:  15.  Brother 
Danie  Paterson  was  the  guest 
speaker,  and  the  ladies'  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Phyllis  Armstrong,  rendered  two 
songs.  Also  in  attendance  was 
Brother  Piet  Faber  from  Pre- 
toria. 

Brother  Lionel  Tyler  wishes  to 
thank  all  those  who  helped  him 
to  make  the  Hollowe'en  party  on 
6  November  such  a  success.     The 


chamber  of  horrors  provided  many 
blood  chilling  thrills  and  wild 
shrieks  from  feminine  throats. 

The  M.I.A.  held  an  informal 
social  on  November  14  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Marie  van  Niekerk.  The 
adults  enjoyed  a  mock  court, 
while  Dougie  Hulbert  entertained 
the  children  with  recorded  fairy 
tales. 

The  theme,  "Be  Honest  With 
Yourself  was  emphasised  at 
the  evening  service  on  November 
18th.  We  congratulate  the  M.I.A. 
on  a  very  fine  service. 

On  behalf  of  the  Branch  Pres:- 
dency  and  Springs  members  we 
wish  to  convey  to  all  the  Saints 
throughout  the  mission,  Elders, 
and  friends  of  the  Church,  our 
heartfelt  wishes  for  Christmas 
and  the  New  Year. 


PRESIDENT'S    DESK 

The  road  led  on,  down  into  the 
valley  of  indifference.  It  was  lovely 
and  green,  and  rivers  of  plenty 
traversed  its  verdant  pastures.  You 
smiled  as  you  remembered  your 
childish  notions.  With  material 
gains  in  your  hands,  what  more 
could  you  want?  The  light  of  the 
Star  was  shrouded  not  only  with 
pride   but    also    with    indifference. 

Then  the  way  grew  difficult  as 
you  passed  into  the  swamp  of 
hate.  The  light  of  the  Star  was 
completely  obliterated  with  the 
belching  smoke  of  a  thousand 
guns.  Blind  with  rage  you  stum- 
bled out  of  the  morass  and  tried  to 
find  again  the  Star.  Pride,  in- 
difference, material  gain,  and  hate 
had  cancelled  out  its  healing  ray. 

All  this  you  find  on  memory's 
trail  as  you  come  to  this  day  of 
our  Lord  in  1958. 

"Where  is  it?"  you  ask.  In  the 
din  and  confusion  of  things,  can 
we  find  the  Star  that  will  lead  to 
Bethlehem?  Can  we  strip  our 
lives  of  all  pretence,  sham,  and 
shoddiness?  Can  we  step  out  of 
the  rush  of  hurly-burly  and  mount 
camels  of  faith,  and  travel  the 
road  to  Bethlehem? 

Suppose  we  try.  We  can  take  gold 
and  buy  bread  for  the  hungry — 
the  miles  shorten  as  we  share  our 


all.  We  can  open  our  cask  of 
frankincense  and  let  the  aroma  of 
tolerance,  good-will,  and  under- 
standing eat  up  the  miles  that 
keep  us  from  our  brothers.  With 
oil  from  our  cruse  of  myrrh  we 
can  heal  old  hurts,  correct  mis- 
understandings, and  soothe  the 
wounds  of  those  in  need. 

Ere  we  know,  we  shall  be  in 
Bethlehem — kneeling  at  the  man- 
ger! We  shall  feel  the  peace  of 
that  first  Christmas  again  steal 
into  our  hearts! 


-//- 


MIA  —  Continued 
Let  us  all  work  together  to  build 
up  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  blue- 
print is  perfect,  but  unless  we  as 
individuals  are  prepared  to  use 
only  the  best  material  we  have  in 
the  building  of  the  Mutuals,  we 
will  never  have  that  perfect  struc- 
ture. 

Carry  the  spirit  of  goodwill,  co- 
operation and  giving  into  the  New 
Year.  You  will  find  that  by  so  do- 
ing the  gift  which  you  receive  will 
far  outweigh  the  one  which  you 
give. 

May  this  Christmas  Season 
bring  into  your  hearts  the  true 
spirit  of  Christmas  and  may  you 
find  joy  and  happiness  through- 
out the  coming  year. 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH    BRANCH 

Meetings:  1.  Hunter  Street,  High- 
lands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch     President:      K.      Brian 
Chater;   Phone  45-5575. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Krugerdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

Branch  President:  D.  Cherrett. 
NORTHERN  WESTERN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  85  Eleventh  Street, 
Parkhurst,   Johannesburg. 

Branch  President:  W.  H.  Brum- 
mer. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch  President:     J.  H.   Aden- 
dor  ff:   Fhone  54-6277. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sanlam  Buildings,  cor- 
ner of  Andries  and  Pretorius 
Streets. 

Branch    President:    Lionel    Bibb. 

GERMISTON   BRANCH 
Meetings:  English  Medium  School. 
Cnr.  Beasonsfield  Ave.  and  Sham- 
rock Road,  Primrose. 
Branch  President:   C.   Norbury. 

NATAL 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road. 
Durban. 

Branch    President:    J.    M.    Jakins. 
Phone  4-4347. 
PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows,  Hall,  136 
Longmarket  Street  (just  above 
Chapel  Street). 

Branch  President:  R  .M.  Morris- 
sev 


CAPE  PROVINCE 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  "Cumorah",  Main 
Road,  Mowbray. 

Branch    President:     Alwin    Hul- 
bert:   Phone  4-5275. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Public  Library,  off 
Main  Road,  Bellville. 

Branch  President:    N.  J.  Goosen. 
Phone   97-3285. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  40  Prospect  Road, 
Walmer. 

Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 
Phone:    7620. 
EAST   LONDON    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia  Crescent,  East  London. 

Branch  President:  Alfred  J.  Cor- 
rigan:  Phone  8-1821. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 
BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Red  Cross  Building. 
Alexander  Avenue. 

Branch  President:    S.   J.    Spear; 
Phone  6819. 
VVELKOM   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall.  State- 
way. 

Branch  President:  Elder  David 
LeBaron. 

RHODESIA 
BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch  President:  Elder  Larry 
Anderson. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Queen  Elizabeth 
School,  Music  Hall,  Moffat  Street. 

Branch  President :  Elder  Graham 
Whidden. 
LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue,  Laun- 
shya. 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Chars- 
lev. 
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The  Transvaal  District  Presidency  take  this  opportunity  lo  wish 
you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Christmas  is  the  time  in  which  mankind  enjoys  the  richest  of  all 
blessings.  By  partaking  of  the  true  spirit  of  this  season,  we  can  begin 
the  New  Year  with  strength  and  inspiration  to  live  more  fully,  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel. 

At  this  time  our  hearts  are  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  Gospel, 
restored  to  us  by  our  Father  in  Heaven  and  for  the  fellowship  which 
we  have  within  it. 

May  all  of  you  enjoy  the  best  of  everything  at  this  season  which 
marks  the  beginning  of  Christianity,  and  may  the  New  Year  be  filled 
with  prosperity,  faith,  love  and  goodwill  towards  all  mankind.  By  so 
doing,  your  Christmas  will  last  forever. 

Ons  stuur  ons  heilwense  en  groete  vir  'n  geseende  Kersfees  en 
Voorspoedige  Nuwejaar  aan  al  die  broers  en  susters  van  die  sending 
van  Suid  Afrika. 

Ons  maak  ook  van  hierdie  geleentheid  gebruik  om  u  hartlik  te 
bedank  vir  die  goeie  gees  van  samewerking  en  hulp  wat  ons  geniet  het 
in  die  afgelope  jaar;  en  mag  die  rykst  seeninge  van  ons  Vader  in 
die  Hemel  met  u  almal  wees  dat  ons  mag  volhard  tot  die  einde  toe. 

Dit  is  ons  boodskap  aan  u  almal  dat  ons  as  'n  voorbeeld  mag  lewe 
om  so-doende  ons  broers  en  susters  wat  nog  nie  in  hierdie  blydskap 
deel  nie,  te  beinvloed  en  hulle  in  die  vou  in  te  bring,  icaar  hulle  ook 
hierdie   liefs  en  seeninge   kan  geniet. 

K.  Powrie 
D.  Patterson 
P.  C.  Faber 


We,  The  Cape  District  Presidency,  take  this  opportunity  to  wish 
all  Latter-day  saints  throughout  Southern  Africa  a  very  happy  Christ- 
mas. We  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  abide  within  each  Home, 
and  the  spirit  of  giving  may  be  received  with  gratitude. 

John  Wilson 
S.   Newton 
D.  Bell 
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Christinas 
Wishing 


Oh,  let  us  go  this  night  in  Bible  Lore 

To  Bethlehem,  and  climb  the  grassy  hills, 

And  stand  where  sheperds  stood,  where 
once  before 

That   wondrous  star   appeared,  and  feel    the 
thrills 

Of  hearing  angels  sing  of  peace  on  earth, 

And  glory  be  to  God,  for  Christ  is  born; 

then     joyously    descend,    acclaim    His     birth. 

Ajid  bow  before  the  manger,  on  that  morn. 

If  only  now,  when  centuries  have  gone, 

Nations  would  want  to  worship  Christ  the 
King, 

And  turn  from  Hate  and  greed,  and  make  a 
dawn 

Of  brotherhood,  which  love  of  Christ  can 
bring 

Oh,  would  that  Christmas   bells  might  chime 
this  day 

The  news   that  peace   071   earth   has  come   to 
stay] 

—Dora  Toone  Brough 
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